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By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 

           In the Diocese of Boise, Bishop Peter F. 
Christensen is leading us in a three year period of  
Eucharistic renewal.  The themes for the years are 
“Encounter, Listening and Discernment”.  The first 
year, entitled, “Remain in Me,” is dedicated to  
encountering the Lord Jesus, especially in Adoration.  
Pope Francis said in his address for the opening of the 

Synod in Rome on October 9, 2021: “The Synod  
offers us an opportunity... to listen to the Spirit in  
Adoration and prayer.  Today, how much we miss the 
prayer of Adoration.  So many people have lost, not 
only the habit, but also the very notion of what it 
means to worship God…”  Father Bill McCann and I 
have discussed what we would like to do to further 
the goal of more Adoration in our lives, at Mary-
mount Hermitage, and thus in the Church.  We  
currently host two holy hours of Adoration a week 
with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament followed 
by Vespers from 3-4 PM on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
as well as on all First Fridays of the month.  We de-
cided to begin a holy hour on Saturdays to honor the 
Bishop’s request to increase the hours of Adoration. 
     The holy hours of Adoration at Marymount are 
attended by both Father Bill and me, as well as one or 
two of our Mesa neighbors.  Retreatants are welcome 
to join us and most do.  The advantage of having a 
holy hour on Saturdays is that it will facilitate  
Eucharistic prayer for retreatants who are only here 
on weekends.  I anticipate that this will be a welcome 
addition for many.   
     I will say from years of experience that the Lord is 
always present in a powerful way when we can “see” 
him in faith in the monstrance on the altar.  For  
myself, just the Presence, which he communicates in 
silent ways, is nurturing.  I do not expect or need  
spoken words.  I do believe the Lord speaks to my 
heart wordlessly.  What is communicated to me in the  
silence is the great mystery of his love for me and that 
engenders a deep sense of peace.  I find that, as a  
general rule, being peaceful and content is the fruit of 
most holy hours.  I often think that if more people 
could experience this grace, how much more peaceful 
the entire world would be.  May it be so this year 
2021-2022! 
     Since the Pope and our Bishop are calling us to  
re-discover in a deeper way what it means to worship 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist in Boise, Idaho has 
recently been renovated interiorly and exteriorly in a  

variety of beautiful ways.  One detail is the new tabernacle and 
monstrance, which make their inauguration, fittingly enough, 
during this first year of Eucharistic renewal in our diocese. 

[Photo by Vero Gutierrez, ICR staff] 
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God and to receive his grace in this way, we pray that 
others will be drawn to discover this for them-
selves...other Catholics, other Christians, those with 
no faith at all.  Pope Francis is quoted as saying in 
that same address quoted above: “The Holy Spirit 
guides us where God wants us to be, not where our 
own ideas and personal tastes would lead us.”  I hope 
that during this extraordinary time of grace, I will be 
able to allow the Lord to lead me where he truly 
wants me to be, to be who he truly wants me to be.  I 
am old enough now to know that life passes quickly.  
The only tragedy in life is not to be the saint whom 
God created me to be.   
     As Bishop Peter said at the end of his homily at 
Mass on October 17 for the opening of the diocesan 
Eucharistic renewal, “It is the time; the time is right, 
and the time is now!”  I think the power and vigor 
with which our Bishop spoke those words came 
straight from the Holy Spirit.  If something or some-
one is precious to us, we do not procrastinate or  
dawdle along the way.  How precious is God to us? 
How much do we value the promises he offers us?  
What the world cannot give us at all, God gives in 
abundance not only for eternity, but for now.  His 
Presence, his Love, his Peace, his Joy.  For the saints, 
like St. Catherine of Siena, “All the way to heaven is 
heaven, because He said, ‘I am the Way’.”  Let us 
begin the life of heaven now and draw others with us 
along the Way, the Truth, and the Life, who is Jesus. 

By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 

BISHOP’S BLESSING:  Bishop Peter Christensen 
and nine priests were here on retreat 
Sept. 27-30.  After the last Mass, 
Bishop blessed the three new icons, 
which have been installed in chapel.  
The first is a copy of an icon of Our 
Lady of Tenderness, 
written by Bishop 
Peter himself.   
     The second icon 
is of St. Joseph in 
honor of the Year of 

St. Joseph.  The third icon is in the 
foyer of chapel and shows the two 
pillars of the Church, Sts. Peter and 
Paul.  Sister Rebecca Mary and I 

chose Mary, 
Mother of the 
Church, as the 
patroness of our 

community, so this icon represents our consecration 
in and for the Church.  It also honors Bishop Peter 
and his recently deceased friend, Bishop Paul Sirba of 
Duluth, MN. 
ROAD WORK:  Nick Seubert and his crew from 

Cottonwood, Idaho 
worked on the road 
Oct. 27-29 and Nov. 8.  
Watching the men and 
equipment in coordi-
nated effort was  
awesome!  “Quite  
impressive,” as Father 
Bill said at the time.   

DAY ONE: Leveling 
and shaping the road 
with the road grader in 
preparation for gravel 
delivery was this day’s 
work. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

Father Bill McCann, 
new resident priest 

at Marymount  
Hermitage,  

begins Benediction 
of the Blessed  

Sacrament in chapel 
during the Day of 

Pilgrimage on  
October 9, 2021.  

Nick Seubert (at R) did much 
of the job himself, including 

working with the grader. 

Continued on page 3 
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DAY TWO:  This day was like watching an army  
being deployed.  6 huge “belly dumpers” came in and 

out all day 
long bringing 
in almost 
2,000 tons of 
fine gravel.  
Nick used both 
a tractor  
bucket and the 
road grader to 
spread gravel.  
Significantly, 
the road is now 15 ft. wide, not just 12 ft. wide. 
DAY THREE:  Nick Seubert and his two sons, 
Shawn and Matthew, worked long hours this day 
spreading and compacting the gravel.  Nick had 
scheduled these days of work in late October and  
early November for the purpose of having rain to 
augment the compacting.  You see (above and on 
page 2) that Council Mountain has new-fallen snow! 
     This “belly 
dumper” (R) was 
the last to make a 
delivery.  The road 
grader photo  
below shows the 
enlarged parking 
space in front of 
chapel, now about 
2 feet wider. 

 
 
 

DAY FOUR:  The last day of road work was Novem-
ber 9 and was solely the work of Shawn Seubert.  It 
was pouring down rain the whole day, which was best 
for the compacting work.  Shawn also started hauling 
away the last pieces of heavy equipment. 
     Photos of the road now do not do it justice.  The 
best way to see the new Hermitage Lane is to experi-
ence it.  It really does look and feel like a paved road.  
Since it IS possible to go so much faster on the lane 
now, I urge everyone to remember to continue to  
travel slowly and watch out for pedestrians and deer. 

New road construc-
tion was from State 
Highway 95 to the 
chapel.  The grav-
eled section of the 
road from chapel 
up the hill was in-
stalled previously. 
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VIDEO ADDED:  Father Pawel Pawliszko, one of 
the young priests on retreat at the end of September, 
made a drone video of Marymount and gave it to me 
as a gift.  It is beautiful!  I share it with you, my  
readers, on the website here.  See the home page and 
notice the new photo at the bottom of the left-hand 
column of buttons.  Click on the photo to go to the 
page which houses the video.  There are instructions 
there for viewing it.  Thank you, Father Pawel! 

Photo at right shows 
Shawn Seubert work-
ing with the tractor in 
front of Mercy House 
and Matthew Seubert 
on the roller near the 
pine tree by chapel. 

MEMORIAL 
John Phillip (“JP”) Seubert  

by 
Nicholas and Molly Seubert, Cottonwood, ID 

The road work is 
done...but I did not do 
it!  Nick wanted this 
photo of me for fun. 


