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WORK ON TWO TRACKS 
By Sister M. Beverly, HSM   

     There are no train tracks on the mesa, so what do I 
mean by “two tracks”?  Work with two different focuses.  
There is the work for beginning new construction of the 
Jubilee Guest House.  There is the maintenance work for 
the older buildings of Marymount Hermitage, which, dur-
ing the summer months, is a more major effort than nor-
mal upkeep.   All the work is determined by weather.  
The ground needs to be dry; the days needs to be sunny, 
the temperatures need to be warm enough for painting, all 
aspects of nature, for which we have to wait to receive 
from the Lord.  My job is to pray for all of these needs, 
and for the safety, success and blessings for the workers. 

Ray Groves 
(below) levels the 
space across from  
Hermitage Lane, 
so that a parking 
lot can be made 
for Jubilee Guest 
House. 
     This base rock 
for the parking 
place was brought 
in from the near-
by Nourse rock 
pit and is a dona-
tion by Ceara M. 
Nourse in 
memory of Mike. 

     Lastly, after work with the road grader, roller and 
some hand-raking, the new parking lot is ready to service 
the future Jubilee House guests.  For this year, it will also 

serve as the staging area for construction materials. 
     Hermitage #2, 
named Leslie Shan-
non after Sister Re-
becca Mary’s father, 
needed a new 
French drain to 
channel ground  
water away from the 
building.   

     John Balderson, Jr. (L) and his 
crew worked for three days to ac-
complish this extensive work.  The 
men had to reshape the back yard of 
the building to foster drainage to the 

pipe below the back of the 
building and to enable heavy 
equipment to get around and 
do the job.  I grieve over 
every bush and large flower-
ing plant that is taken out, so 
Brian said gently, “Sister, 
you better go away, so you 

do not see what we are doing.” 

     The drain pipe crosses the 
driveway and empties into the 
draw below the hermitage on the 

one side and crosses the front yard to drain on the other 
side.  With rock left over from bedding the pipes, the drive-
way now has rock where it is most needed to help in the 
muddy seasons of spring and fall.  In time, the bushes, 
flowers and native grasses will re-establish themselves.  
The desert is not dull and dead.  It is alive and fruitful in its 
own hearty, beautiful way. 
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     On May 30, I will have a 40 ft. storage unit temporarily 
installed at the back of the new parking lot.  This will hold 
the furniture and household items, which have been pur-
chased or donated for Jubilee Guest House. 
     The general contractor, Jack Roberts, and I had a good 
and productive meeting with the architectural designer on 
April 30.  She will give us a “walk-through” in mid-May 
and when we three are satisfied with the design features, 
we will have the blue prints soon after that.  The next step 
is to get a building permit from Adams County.  For that 
we need the blue prints and clearance from the health in-
spector.  We have already had a successful “perc” test for 
the South West Health District and have received from 
them the specifications for the septic system.  We are aim-
ing for the work of clearing the building site, pouring con-
crete for the footings and stem walls and installation of the 
septic system in June.  For this, I depend on your prayers 
and thank you for the donations totaling  $65,000 so far 
early in May.  When I get a sketch of the exterior of Jubi-
lee House, I intend to set up a separate section of this web-
site for noting progress in work and in fund-raising. 
By Sister Mary Beverly, HSM 

BUILDING SITE BLESSING:  On April 30, in anticipa-
tion of the feast day of St. Joseph the Worker on May 1, 
Father Bill McCann blessed the building site for Jubilee 
Guest House after Mass.  In attendance were Sharon Chil-

ders from 
Council,  Sr. 
Josephine 
Pelster, SSMO 
(a Sister on 
retreat for 
three weeks 
and from the 
community 
we originally 
came from in 
Beaverton, 
Oregon), and 
Jesse 
Bonzelet 
from Cam-
bridge.   
The Church’s 
liturgical 
prayers: for 
the site, for 
the house 

JUBILEE GUEST HOUSE 
(Continued from page one) 

being built, for the safety of workers, and all for the glory 
of God were really beautiful.  Jesse, who is our usual serv-
er at daily Mass held the bucket of holy water and Father 
Bill liberally sprinkled the entire area.  The view below 

gives you a good picture of what the scenery will be from 
the living room windows.  The snow-covered high moun-
tain is Council Mt.  Sister Beverly (L) holds the Book of 
Blessing.  [Photos including me are by Sister Josephine.] 
     We did the blessing on April 30 because Sister Jose-
phine was leaving that morning to return to her convent.  
May 1 is her feast day (name’s day), so we wanted her to 
be able to celebrate this blessing with us.  Jubilee House 
will be dedicated to St. Joseph and she was happy we 
included her in this celebration before she left. 
SALT & LIGHT RADIO:  On May 1, I drove to Boise, 
as I do each month, to record a teaching for Salt & Light 
Radio.  The four segments will be on Pope Saint John Paul 
II’s encyclical “Dies Domini/Day of the Lord: On Keeping 
the Lord’s Day Holy”.  The Pope’s letter gives an in-depth 
teaching on why we, as Catholics, should attend Mass 
faithfully on Sunday.  It is a Scriptural, multi-dimensional, 
poetical and even mystical, presentation.  Join me, if you 
can, each week for a 15 minute lesson on Fridays, May 17, 
24, 31 and June 7.  I love the text and I hope you will too. 
TWO “TRACKS” FOR MONEY:  I depend on regular 
donations to hire workers for maintenance chores.  Dona-
tions for the Jubilee House are “designated funds” and are  
used only for the new construction.  God bless our friends 
and benefactors for your prayers and generous support! 

IN MEMORIAM 

Michael E. Nourse 
by Ceara M. Nourse,  Mesa, ID 
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