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John Pettinger, a fourth degree 

Knight of Columbus from Risen 

Christ parish in Boise, in full regalia 

waits at the front door of chapel for 

the beginning of Mass at Marymount 

Hermitage on September 12, 2009.  

John and five other Knights of Co-

lumbus managed the valet parking 

for our guests that day.  Our faithful 

friends who worked so hard were:  

Paul Callahan, Kenneth Pierce, 

Richard Poythress, Brian Bush and 

the Grand Knight from the Risen 

Christ Council, Steve Green.  There 

were about 75 guests present for 

Mass and another ten who came for 

the reception and open house after-

wards. Photos at Mass by Michael 

Brown for the ICRegister. 

 ñYobelò is the Hebrew root word for ñjubilee.ò 

ñYobelò means ña ram or a ram's hornò which was 

used as a trumpet to announce the day, week or year of 

jubilee in Jewish tradition. It is beautiful to think that 

the root word for ñjubileeò is a musical instrument no-

table for its brilliant tone and joyful sound. In English, 

ñjubileeò means ñany anniversary or occasion for re-

joicing.ò When I asked Sister Rebecca Mary what she 

most remembers about our Silver Jubilee celebration, 

she said, ñThe joy. I felt so happy and everyone here 

seemed so joyful.ò The Silver Jubilee of the founding 

of Marymount Hermitage on September 12, 2009 was 

indeed a joyful occasion. 

 Our main reason for asking Bishop Michael 

Driscoll, the Bishop of Boise, to offer Mass for us and 

our friends was to give thanks to God. ñGod is faith-

ful,ò as St. Paul wrote to the Corinithians (1 Cor. 

1:9). It is not we who are faithful, but God. Sister 

Rebecca Mary and I have persevered in our life of 

prayer, silence and solitude for over twenty-five 

years, because God is faithful and has given us his 

grace to do so. The note for Mass was definitely that 

of joyful thanksgiving. When we have guests for 

Mass, Sister Rebecca Mary and I are free to play in-

struments for the liturgical celebration. Our current 

instruments are not trumpets but baritone ukulele 

and flute. With Eberle Umbach on the piano and 

John Hayes with guitar, as it says in the psalm, we 

ñmade a joyful sound to the Lord!ò  (Ps. 100:2) 
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Michael Nourse, (center) our nearest Mesa neighbor, 

was cross bearer for the procession at the beginning of 

Mass.  John Pettinger (to left) and Paul Callahan, 

fourth degree Knight from Risen Christ parish, Boise, 

provided the Color Corps.  We had a number of non-

Catholics present for Mass and they had never seen 

such a solemn and beautiful ceremony.  It was impres-

sive for us Catholics also! 

Most Reverend 

Michael Driscoll, 

Bishop of Boise, 

was the main 

celebrant for the 

Jubilee Mass.  

Three  Idaho 

p r i es t s  con-

celebrated with 

our Bishop: Fa-

ther Tom Keller, 

Father Joe Muha 

a n d  F a t h e r 

Robert Cook, seen 

at right in photo. 

Robert Greger, 

�6�L�V�W�H�U�� �%�H�Y�H�U�O�\�¶�V��
father, brought up 

the Book of the 

Gospel in the pro-

cession. 

JESUS AS THE HEART 
by Hermit Sister Mary Beverly 

 A thumbnail definition of a sacrament is that it 

is an outward sign of an invisible grace.  The interior, 

spiritual realities of our Jubilee Mass cannot really be 

captured in photographs or in words.  Hopefully, some-

thing of the beauty, solemnity, faith and joy of the 

Mass are evident in the photographs on these pages.  It 

was a truly memorable and grace-filled celebration.  

We felt that Jesus Christ, the center of our lives, was 

fittingly worshipped as the ñfaithful witnessò (Rev. 1:5) 

through the Scripture readings, Bishopôs homily, the 

songs and prayers at Mass. 


